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These mirrors take into their little space

The forms of moon and sun, and every star}

Of every body and of every place

Which with the World's wide arms embraced are:

Yet their best object and their noblest use
Hereafter in another World will be,
When God in them shall heavenly light infuse,
That face to face they may their Maker see.

Here are they guides, which do the body lead
Which else would stumble in eternal night;
Here in this world they do much knowledge read,
And arc the casements which admit most light:

They are her farthest-reaching instrument,
Yet they no beams unto their objects send;
But all the rays are from their objects sent,
And in the eyes with pointed angles end;

If the objects be far off the rays do meet

In a sharp point, and so things seem but small;

If they be near, their rays do spread and fleet

And make broad points, that things seem great withal.

Lastly, nine things to Sight required are;
The power to see, the light, the visible thing,
Being not too small, too thin, too nigh, too far,
Clear space, and time, the form distinct to bring.

Thus we see how the Soul doth use the eyes
As instruments of her quick power of sight;
Hence do the arts optic and fair painting rise!
Painting, which doth all gentle minds delight.

Hearing

NOW let us hear how she the Ears employs:
Their office is the troubled air to take,
Which in their mazes forms a sound or noise
Whereof herself doth true distinction make.

These wickets of the Soul are placed on high
Because all sounds do lightly mount aloft;
And, that they may not pierce too violently,
Thcr arc delay'd with turns and windings oft